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By Squire GrzZarv. 
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Flexibus in calami tamen omnia [ponte leguntur : 
Quod non fignificant verba, figura notat. 

Bellerophonteas fignat fibt quifque Tabellas ; 
Ignaramque manum fpivitus intus agit. 

Rimatur fibras notularum cautus Aurufpex, 


Scriptur eque inhians confalit exta mee. 


Andr. Marv. 
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From Friday May 20., to Tuefday May 24/1715. 


F all the Impeftinenciés, that fhoot up in 
weak Minds, there is not one has more 
univerfally prevailed in all Ages, than the 

| Defire of looking into Futurity. Few, 
Men, upon ftrict Enquiry, will fmd themfelves ab- 
folutely free from this idle Curtofity :| and F very 
much queftion, whether theré be one Woman to 
be found, who has not fome time of other of her 
Life wifhed to converfe with a Conjurer: Not- 
withftanding it is evident, that the Fore-knowing 
of Events would make us wretched, and ferve on- 
ly to imbitrer our prefent Happinefs ; yer fuch is 
our Folly, that moft of us would purchafe fo fatal a 
Knowledge ar any Price. 


The Difcovery of this general Infirmiry of the 
Mind has pur cunning Men upon inventing Me- 
thods to {uorh the Creduliry of the Ignorant :* and 
even Philofophers of great Note haye mifpent their 


(Price Two-Pence. } 


Time and Study, in endeavouring to come ar fomé 
Certainty in Predictions. ‘To'this it is we owe thé 
grear Number of Fortune-Tellers, which have aboun- 
ded in every Age and evéry Country. What havé 
they not attempted to fatisfy the Inquifitive about 
their Déftiny ? They have confulred the Stars, the 
Planets and the Comers ;' they have interpreted 
thé Thunder, and Lightning, and the Meteors; they 
have confidered the Flight of Birds, examined in- 
to the Entrails of Beafts, and ‘explained the nioft 
incoherent Dreams ; they have’ nor feared to di- 
fturb the Dead for Knowledge, and even to traf- 
fick‘ with the Devil himfelf : Laftly, they have ex- 
pounded the Make and Features of the Face, the 
Lines and Traces of the Hand, and the very Moles 
and Marks upon the Body: and after all rhefe Ex- 
pedients, are in reality utter Surangers to Futurity, 
and wholly ignorant of Events. 
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E would not have my worthy Friend Mr. Trotter 
chink what I have mentioned upon this Subject is 
with a Defign to bring any difreputation upon his 
Art, mentioned in his Letter of the 26th of faa 
I make no fcruple to believe him qualified to 
judge the Fate of Authors upon Sight. . Though 
I am yét unacquainted with his Method, { am {a- 
tisfyed an obferving Eye may at one Glance difco- 
ver much-of the Merits of a Manufcript, and up- 
on a clofer View of the Writing find out certain 
Indications of the Succefs of a Performance inten- 
ded for the Prefs. There was an Abbor living 
fone Years fince in France, who was famous for 
entering into the prevailing Qualities and Di- 
fpofitions of Perfons he never faw,, as well_as 
ri prognofticating their furure Fortunes, from the 
bare In{pection of their Hand-writing, though in 
a Language unknown to him. A Gentleman, 
who was then abroad, told me, that he tried this 
Diviner with a Couple of Englifb Letters from 
two of his Acquaintance, and that the Chara- 
cters and Predictions of them pro 
Andrew Marvell, who was likewife in France in 
this Abbot’s Time, was fo pleafed with’ the No- 
velry and Singularity of his Art, .that. he wric a 


Latin Copy of Verfes to him upon jt, which) is, 


printed in the Volume of his Poems, from whence ° 
_ ‘€ bur decent Drefs, and a ferious Afpec. When 


I have borrowed my prefent Motta. \ 


I have taken an Opportunity to\ mention. this 
Particular here, on purpofe to encoutage my in- 
— Correfpondent’s new Project ;.: and the 

etter to introduce his fecond Letter to me, which 
will be, welcome ro. fuch as have feen his firft in 
my Paper of the 1oth Inftant. 


May 21. 


Squire GIZZARD, 
¢ J Can do no lefs than;rerurn you my Thanks 
‘ for bringing ‘me into Vogue amongft the 
* Men of Letters. It is a Pleafure to fee how frank- 
‘ ly they part with their Money. I have raken Ten 


‘ Guineas in Fees this, Week: and I am iin hopes, 


‘ confidering the Multitude of Writers in every, 
‘ kind, that I fhali nor need for the future to pra-. 
ctife upon the Illirerate, 


‘To gratify your Curiofity, I fhall give you a 
fummary Account of the Perfons, who have con- 
fulred me about the Deftiny of their Productions. 


‘ My firft Caftomer was a Youth, abour Eigh- 
‘ teen. He lJay’d down his half Guinea, and pro- 


x. «& 


* duced a Poem of near Two Hundred Lines with-, 
Having taken a. 


‘ out one Blor in rhe whole. 
‘ View of it through my Glaifes, I advifed him to 


— ~ 


yed very pot, 


na 


lock it up for Five Years, and then he mighr {. 
{ure of Succefs. 


iw 


‘ The next was an old Gentleman with a large. 
‘ Folio Volume of Profe. When I had perufeq 
‘ ijt after my manner, I told him to reduce it to a 


' « Six-penny Size, and it might live.a Month : He 
© we@ht away grumbling, ; f 


‘ After him came a Couple of ill-looking Fe}. | 
‘ lows with Three Sheets full of Dafhes and C2- 
‘ pital Letters. I pronounced fentence upon their 
‘ Sotise--abor, that it would have a tolerable Run | 
* tor Two Days ; bur that I could perceive the | 
‘ Prinrer’s Ears would be in danger, if due Pre. | 


“© cautions were not taken. 


‘ The following Day I was vifited by a Perfon 
‘ of Figure and Equipage. As foon as he entered 
‘ he threw down Two Guineas with a negligent 
‘ Air, and put a Comedy into my Hands, Wpon 
* applying my Glaffes to it, I{aw the Performance | 
“ was excellent, but none of his. I pronounced 
‘ ‘the Work long lived, and fent him away in 


: bs good humour. 


\ © Ble was fucceeded by a Man of a very plain 


‘ he had given me my Fee, he laid before mea 
* Book of Poems, fo full of alterations and {o fre. 
‘ quently interlined, that it was hardly legible. 
‘When I had examined it, I took ‘my Pen and 
* writ upon it Immortal. 


‘ The laft Vifit I received was from a Female 
* Author. She gave me a Guinea wrapt in Paver: 
‘ then adjufting herfelf firft in the Glafs, prefen- 
‘ ted me with a fimall Volume of Letters and Son- 
“ nets neatly Bound and Gilt, and finely written 
* by fame excellent Pen-Man. When I had brought 
* it tothe Teft, I rerurned it with my earneft re- 
* queft that fhe would never venture it to the 
‘ Prefs ; affuring her, that it was roo delicate to 
“ undergo the: operation and live. She bluthed 
* and rook the Hint ; then prefenting me with a- 
* nother Guinea for my Sincerity, tore rhe pretty | 
* Book and went away with a Smile, that fhew- | 
“ ed fhe was perfectly pleafed with the Reception 
‘ I gave her. 


I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
N. Trotter. 
U 
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